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From the Editor-in-Chief

Marc Gyssens

We are currently in the process of working away our publication delay; we are not quite there, but we have good
hopes that the October issue will appear in time, especially because it is anticipated to contain information of the
2001 Leonids which we want to reach observers in time. Nevertheless, we have already included quite a lot of
important Leonid information in this issue!

Another positive note it that the flow of article is increasing again. After the last Leonid event, significantly less
articles were submitted, but this tendency seems to have changed again, and I am glad and relieved about that. A
lot of people need to get involved in an international effort such as the IMO in order for it to work and to keep
working! In that respect, I am also looking forward to the upcoming International Meteor Conference in Cerkno,
Slovenia. I hope to meet a lot of enthusiastic meteor workers, and I hope that several are also willing to take a
commitment in the organizational aspect of international meteor work!

Leonids

Leonid Observing Hints for 2001
Rainer Arlt

1. Prospects

Another period of very high activity of the Leonid meteor shower is expected for November this
year. A number of models predict strong peaks in the UT late morning as well as for the UT
evening of November 18. The two main peaks—according to McNaught and Asher [1,2] fall
on November 18, 10801™ UT and November 18, 18219™ UT with an additional side-maximum
before the latter at November 18, 17231™ UT. The computations by Lyytinen and van Flandern
3] deliver 9P58™ UT for the first peak and times between 17220™ and 18%22™ UT for a group
of four dust trails as the second maximum.

The first maximum is thus in good position for all American observers with preference to the
east-coast North Americans. The second and third peak have geometrically ideal locations in
the western Pacific, but locations in eastern Asia will provide prolific radiant heights, even if one
goes west, away from the coastal areas with less probability of clear skies. From many locations
in Australia, observers will see a good show with radiant elevations of 30°—40°.

The question of how high the ZHRs of these peaks will be is still hard to answer. At least
predictions for 1999 and 2000 were correct to the order of magnitude. ZHRs of 10000 or more
are favored by the McNaught and Asher model [2] for the Asian peak, but an order of magnitude
smaller ZHRs are given for the American maximum. The dust trail computations by Lyytinen
and van Flandern [3] give 6100 for the trail at 18222™ UT plus roughly 1000-2000 from other
trails which may overlap. They predict a ZHR of 2000 for the American maximum. In 2000,
the prediction by Lyytinen and van Flandern had turned out to be closest to the actual peak
ZHRs.

Recently, these computations were updated as presented at the Meteoroids 2001 Conference in
Kiruna, Sweden, and are given in detail in this issue [4]. Here is a quick-look:

e November 18, 10"28™ ZHR = 2000, duration 2 hours;

e November 18, 18203™, ZHR = 2600, duration 2 hours;

e November 18, 18220 ZHR = 5000, duration 1.5 hours;
e November 18, 19210™, ZHR = 200-300, duration 4 hours.
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A recent presentation by Jenniskens at the Meteoroids Conference indicates the chance to see
higher activity from the first peak according to phenomenological considerations. He derives a
peak ZHR of 4200 for the American maximum.

Meanwhile, the distance to the parent comet, 55P /Tempel-Tuttle, has become so large (3 years
after perihelion passage), that it is likely that the dust trails are less concentrated than close to
the Comet. The durations given in [4] are quite short (see items above), but longer durations of
the maxima cannot be ruled out for 2001. Even the chance that either of the peaks can extend
into the observing periods of European observers are not vanishing. The decreasing branch of
the Asian peak in the European night November 18-19 might produce a number of very long
meteors before midnight when the Leonid radiant rises. West-European observers might see the
activity rising towards the American peak just before dawn in the night of November 17-18.

2. For storm observers

For the case that a real storm materializes, the observer should take some considerations into
account, particularly as the peak might be much stronger than the 1999 storm. The essen-
tial information is two-fold: high temporal resolution of the activity profile is requested, and
magnitudes are needed as long as possible.

If anything more happens than what you know from a Perseid display, please report Leonid /non-
Leonid numbers in one-minute counts. This might result in some periods with few meteors or
none, but remember that it is always possible to combine periods to longer ones, but it is usually
not possible from the report to divide long periods into smaller ones.

If a strong storm with more than 20 meteors per minute occurs, please try to report meteor
numbers in half-minute counts. Note that it is not necessary to distinguish Leonids and non-
Leonids anymore.

Meteor magnitudes are very essential to obtain physical parameters of the meteoroid stream.
They are in fact needed before any ZHR computation to derive the population index which
then goes into the ZHR for correction reasons. Please try to report meteor magnitude even if
activity goes really high. If you speak onto a tape, just let the tape run and speak a sequence
of numbers “three-four-four-one-three-minus two-four” onto the tape. Again, the distinction
between Leonids and non-Leonids is not essential for rates above 5 meteors per minute, since
the vast majority of meteors are Leonids, and the contamination with Taurids and sporadics is
negligible.

In the case of a storm, if you have to choose whether to omit the shower information or the
magnitudes, omit the shower information first. You will certainly have the impression that your
magnitude estimates are closer to a lottery than to scientific data acquisition. Naturally, the
quality of the individual population index will be poor, but remember the huge amount of data
which even then allow to filter out meaningful results.

Since you will have little time to determine the limiting magnitude, it would be best to make a
short break for the lm-counts. It is understandable, that observers will not like a break amidst
highest activity. As a compromise, the Im-counts before and after the peak should be interpolated
smoothly for the one-minute or half-minute counts.

3. For non-storm observers

Observers not located in America or eastern Asia—in particular observers western Asia, Europe,
and northern Africa—are very much encouraged to carry out careful Leonid observations, too.

As it is again most difficult to predict the activity between the peaks, observers should be
prepared to see high activity as well. Five-minute counts should be the rule for Leonid reports.
For any activity exceeding that of a normal Perseid maximum, one-minute counts are again
requested.
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4. General instructions

Observations should preferably sent by e-mail to the Visual Commission of the IMO; the data
are collected by the author. Send data to visual@imo.net. If, for some unforeseen reason,
the JMO-domain is not working, please use rarit@aip.de instead. We would like to ask the
observers to send plain ASCII files. These are files created with an “Editor” or “Notepad”
and have typically the extension .TXT. Never send files created by MS-Office programs “Word,”
“Frcel,” or “Access,” since these formats are PC-dependent.

If you type in your magnitude distributions, please use “~” or “0” for empty columns to make
the table unambiguous. If you type in your report in a mail program on a PC, please choose
“Courier” as the character font. This ensures tables being aligned properly.

Observing reports submitted by postal mail should be directed to Rainer Arlt, Friedenstrafe 5,
D-14109 Berlin, Germany. The standard IMO form will not be sufficient for all the periods; a
similar, hand-made form is well suited instead.

As you will report very short observing periods, use three or even four decimals for the effective
observing time. Below six minutes, there should be two significant digits left for accuracy reasons.
A period of four minutes duration is thus 02067, a half-minute period will be 020083.

An error often occurring regards the period boundaries. If you report five-minute periods, these
are for example: 01200™-01205™, 01805™-01210™, 01210™-01215™, and so forth. These periods
have a duration of five minutes each. Reporting 01M00™-01"05™, 01h06™-01211™, 01h12m—
01P17™ is not correct. It is obvious that, in this case, you observed for 17 minutes, but your
total Tog is only 0"250 instead of 02283. In general, if you could not match the begins of the
minutes with your periods, please also report times with seconds: e.g. 01M00™405-01P01™30s
(giving 0%0139 duration).

5. Summary
Here are the main issues of Leonids storm watching again:
o Activity of more than 20 meteors per minute: Report half-minute periods, distinction Leonids/non-Leonids
not necessary.
o Activity of at most 20 meteors per minute: Report one-minute periods, distinction Leonids/non-Leonids if
possible, but not essential.
o Report meteor magnitudes as long as possible. As rates increase, drop shower information first, then
magnitudes.
o For T.g, give three decimals for periods with 1-6 minutes duration, give four decimals for periods shorter
than one minute.
We are looking forward to your reports and wish clear skies at your observing location!
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Leonids—Weather Prospects in Asia and Australia
Hartwig Luthen

1. Introduction

According to the dust trail model [1] the Leonids will display three peaks in 2001, all of which
have been suggested to rise to storm levels. On November 18, 10°01™, an encounter with the
1767 trail will favor observers in North and Central America. A double peak at 17P30™ and
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18820™ UT is expected to occur due to the passage of the 1699 and 1866 trails and will be
observable from eastern and central Asia and from Australia. Although there is still a lot of
confusion concerning the expected rates, a number of observers will travel to remote areas to
witness the event. American weather prospects have already been outlined in [2]. This paper
will therefore focus on the prospects for Asia and Australia.

Generally, a fine site for observing the Leonids is expected to promise a radiant high in a dark
sky during the predicted maximum times and an excellent weather statistics. But in real life,
such a site is difficult to find. November marks a worldwide time of transition with unstable
weather conditions. It appears there is no place with the radiant high in the sky and guaranteed
weather prospects, but there are again regions which offer an acceptable compromise.

2. Asia

Around mid-November, high pressure tends to build up over continental northeastern Asia. How-
ever frontal systems sometimes cross this area from NW to SE. Weather statistics in Mongolia
are quite promising. Therefore, this country was the target of the AKM Leonid expedition in
1998. This year, the radiant will be a little low (Table 1). Local infrastructure is sparse, and
temperatures tend to be extremely low. In the night of the maximum of 1998, we struggled with
temperatures of —30° C. A bit more to the east, in northeastern China, the weather statistics
are also excellent, with similar extremely low temperatures. The difference is that the radiant
climbs to significantly higher altitudes at the predicted maximum times. A problem in both
regions is the restricted mobility. It will be difficult to escape unexpected clouds.

Table 1 — Some statistics for a few locations in Asia and Australia

Location Probability Radiant elevation Begin of twilight
for clear skies (17230™/18h20™ UT) (UT)
Ulan-Bator, Mongolia 82% 20°/28° 220 14m
Harbin, NE China 86% 32°/42° 20h52m
Taegu, Korea 75% 36°/46° 20 52m
Taiwan 70%-83% 27°/38° 20h53™
Cairns, Australia 76% 32°/40° 18%16™
Mount Isa, Australia 63% 24°/33° 18h32m
Alice Springs, Australia 63% 19°/28° 18h48™

South Korea (North Korea does not permit the import of optical instruments with a power of
6x or more) offers the highest radiant altitude in continental Asia. Due to the proximity of the
ocean, the climate is milder, but weather changes more frequently than in central Asia. The
probability of cloudiness is higher, but the traffic system is well developed. It should be much
easier to travel around. If, for instance, clouds move into the eastern coastal regions it should be
easily possible to reach the other side of the peninsula. Taiwan offers similar conditions. Japan’s
higher price level and its inferior cloud statistics makes this country a less favorable target for a
Leonid expedition from America or Europe.

3. Australia: Meteors down under

At the very northeastern coast of the continent, the radiant will rise to similar altitudes as
in Korea. However, morning twilight will begin during the maximum. The declining slope of
the double peak will thus fall into bright twilight or daylight. Moving a bit to the southwest
will increase the time between the maximum and the beginning of the twilight, but every mile
will decrease the altitude of the radiant at the predicted maximum times. Generally, the cloud
statistics are quite fair. However weather during the early Australian summer changes from year
to year, but also from hour to hour which may make even last-minute predictions difficult. The
well-developed traffic system should permit to escape upcoming clouds. However, it appears
that driving at night in the outback can end in dangerous collisions with kangaroos.
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Figure 1 — Typical satellite image (GMS 5), taken on November 18, 1998,
21P00™ UT. Northeastern China and Korea are free of clouds,
whereas parts of Japan and the South-Chinese Sea are partly
clouded out. Crosses mark prospective observing sites near Harbin
(northeastern China) and in South Korea.

S i
Figure 2 — Satellite image of Australia and Oceania taken at the same
time as Figure 1. Large parts of the continent are free of
clouds, promising fine conditions for Leonid observations. How-
ever, both the region of Cairns and Alice Springs are overcast.
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Improved 2001 Leonid Storm Predictions
from a Refined Model

FEsko Lyytinen, Markku Nissinen and Tom Van Flandern

It is expected that the cumulative non-gravitational effect on the semi-major axis in the dust trails that produce
meteor outbursts is an important factor affecting the particle spread along the orbit and therefore the apparent
ZHR. behavior. In this work, we determine a numerical value estimate of this effect from earlier observations,
mainly those from the year 2000. Besides getting a better post-prediction of the course of the ZHR curve, we
also find that the observed maximum ZHR value of the 8-revolution outburst (1733) is better explained with
the new model when the derived non-gravitational A2 distribution is taken into account. The model and newly
derived parameter values are used to improve the predictions for the year 2001. The predicted outbursts for the
year 2002 have not yet been treated in this way.

1. Introduction

This work is a logical continuation of earlier work on Leonid outburst modeling [1]. Similar
methods used by two other, independent groups [2,3] are now well-verified by the generally good
fit of their predictions for time and peak activity of the meteor outbursts in 1999. The method
calculates the position of particles released on different revolutions near the Sun, which form
several narrow dust trails or trailets on subsequent return. Our most recent predictions for 2000
[1] again validate the technique, but leave some room for improvement.

The basis of our work is to assume that the ejection speeds are very small, which results from
the satellite model of comets (e.g., [4]). Dust trails form as a result of particles having originally
different orbital periods. In our model, the ejected particles will have different orbital periods
mainly because the solar radiation pressure per particle mass differs from particle to particle.

Non-isotropic scattering and emission of absorbed light can cause spreading of the grains away
from the trail center, which will determine the shape of the ZHR profile [1]. In principle, the
spread can be considered consisting of two factors, the direct spread and the A2-effect. The
direct spread consists of effects that directly perturb the particles in a way that cause spread at
each revolution. We assume this proportional to revolution number. This proportionality is not
a result of Newtonian inertia, but requires non-gravitational perturbations at each revolution.
The most important cause of the direct spread is thought to be non-isotropic reflection of solar
radiation [1; Farth, Moon and Planets].

The A2 effect includes all non-gravitational processes that change the meteoroid orbital period
at each orbital revolution. According to our earlier study [1; Earth, Moon and Planets], the
principal cause of the A2 effect is thought to be the seasonal Yarkovsky effect. In principle, the
amount of change may be different in each orbital revolution but, without better knowledge,
is considered constant (within each particle) in this model. The change of orbital period itself
does not change the path of the particles (near perihelion), only the timing. Without planetary
perturbations, this effect would not cause particle spread away from the trail center. However,
the encountered planetary perturbations are slightly different as compared to the basic solution
where A2 = 0, thus causing the spread. Typically, the effect is minor in young trails, but appears
to be important with older trails. In first order, the additional spread will make the observed
ZHRs smaller, as is typical with very old central encounters of dust trails. However, for non-
central encounters, this effect can also bring particles closer to Earth orbit and even increase the
ZHR.

Here, we study the effect on the peak activity and the ZHR profile of various degrees of the A2
effect. We go a step further than previous work, by not only fitting the time of the peak, but
also the shape of the ZHR curve. The next section describes the model in detail. Results are in
Section 3.
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2. Modeling

We assumed the basic model presented in [1]. Analysis of the 1999 Leonid MAC flux measure-
ments showed the ZHR curve to have a Lorentz profile [5]. In the basic model, the formula of
direct spread in the orbital plane (in the direction of the Sun) resembles that of the Lorentz
distribution but has an additional power over the denominator (1.35). With a value of 1 the
distribution would reduce to the Lorentz distribution. Although we originally assumed this con-
stant to be the same as in the distribution normal to the orbital plane (that corresponds to the
observed shape of ZHR curve), it now appears that, in the direction-normal-to-the-plane case,
the value 1 is probably a better one [5]. So we adopted the value “1” in the normal direction.

The distribution perpendicular to the Earth’s path in the direction of the Sun is wider than
in the direction normal to the parent comet orbit. This conclusion is true for the inner core
of trails, but less so for the outer edges of trails, because of the adopted different power laws.
The trail density can be traced in the direction normal to the normal while the Earth passes
trough the trail, but not in the direction of Sun. In this direction, conclusions can be drawn
only form observations of different encounters. Especially important was the encounter with the
2000 2-revolution trail of 1932 on November 16-17. This was a fairly distant encounter and thus
sensitive to how quickly the dust falls off away from the trail center perpendicular to the Earth’s
path. We found that, in this direction, the exponent value of 1.35 found earlier would fit the
data [6] well.

For each encounter, the basic model gives a “characteristic width.” In the Lorentz distribution,
this parameter is the half-strength half-width, but, in the more general case, it does not match
the half-strength. With the exponent value of 1.35, the parameter corresponds to the 39%
strength level.

The basic model gives the direct spread parameters that vary in different encounters. This is a
consequence of the basic ZHR model. In this model, the trail width (without the A2 effect) is
proportional to the original Aa multiplied by the orbit number. This requires two parameters,
one corresponding to the spread in the orbit plane (to the direction of the Sun) and the other
orthogonal to it. These are proportional to each other. The latter parameter needed a calibration
based on observations (as derived from Lorentzian half-widths for young trails). The 1999 storm
data (see [5]) was used because the calibration requires a reliably observed encounter of young
trail. The value arrived at is also consistent with the values derived from the storm 1966 [5]
and the 2-revolution trail encounter in 2000 [6]. The consistency with the 1966 data in [5]
however gives a smaller maximum ZHR than most other sources and the derivation of width is
not independent of the reached maximum value.

The A2 effect is modeled in the trail calculation program with a speed change at each perihelion.
The speed change is expressed relative to the speed itself. A speed change of 1075 changes the
orbital period by about 3/4 of a day each revolution. It is assumed that this speed change has
a Lorentzian distribution. The A2 Lorentzian width parameter (half-strength half-width of the
distribution) is given as millionths of the actual speed.

For each studied encounter, we ran a number of computer simulations varying the A2 value.
The results were gathered in a spreadsheet model. This spreadsheet model then calculated the
ZHR values for different solar longitudes by weighing the data according to the A2 value and
distribution parameter and added the direct spread effect according to principles in [1] and
Section 2 of this paper. Calculated ZHR values were then fitted to observed curves by adjusting
two variables: a factor directly affecting all the values, and the A2 spread half strength parameter.
In this, the position in solar longitude was not a free adjustable variable.

From each of the program runs, the particles that crossed the ecliptic plane in a specified time
window were accepted into the model. In most cases, the window was from ten days before to
ten days after the outburst. In the spreadsheet model, the solar longitude interval is 0°005. In
order to arrive at the distribution (by solar longitude), the model calculates the contribution
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from each accepted particle. The contributions are calculated according to the direct spread
functions and further weighed according to the A2 value in question and the A2 spread half-
strength parameter.

Even though each selected particle in the spreadsheet model contributes to the model’s ZHR
curve, the calculations may be best understood according to the following explanation that
is in principle equivalent to the true calculations: the trails from different A2-value modeling
can be treated as separate, and the ZHR-curves from each one can be calculated as in the base
model. Then the results are summed, each different A2 result weighed according to the A2-width
parameter and the assumed Lorentz shape of the A2 distribution.

3. Results

The 2000 encounters

On November 17-18, 2000, Earth passed at some distance from the dust trailets ejected in 1932,
1733, and 1866. The second (1733) trail encounter was observed from Europe, the first and third
from the United States. The Last-Quarter Moon disturbed the observations, which are not as
reliable as at other times. The A2 modeling is done for the older trails (8 and 4 revolutions)
only. Arlt et al. [7] gathered the data submitted to the IMO and found peak ZHRs of 270 and
450, respectively, shown in Figure 1. The IMO data are approximated at 0°01 spacing. This is
also true for the comparison graph.

600 1
500 .

400
" oow « model
300 e = IMO-data

200 e .
100 gt

0 T T T T - \
2359 236 2361 236.2 236.3 2364

Figure 1 — Model fits for the 4-revolution (1866) and 8-revolution (1733) trails added
and compared with the JM O compilation of Leonid Zenithal Hourly Rates.

Table 1 ~ Results from curve fits (those with derived A2 half-width parameters are with the fits by
means of model parameters: the others are “free” Lorentz fits)

Year Trail R — D Aa | (derived) A2 h.-w. | ZHR 1 Ao Source
1999 | 1899 (3-rev) | —0.0007 | 0.139 3300 | 2359285+ 0°001 (5]
1999 | 1866 (4-rev) | +0.0016 | 0.081 180 | 235987 [9]
2000 | 1733 (8-rev) | +0.008 | 0.065 32+10 305 | 236°103 [7]
double-peaked 231 | 236°020
2000 | 1866 (4-rev) | +0.008 | 0.116 71415 432 | 236°257 (7]
2000 | 1866 (4-rev) | +0.008 | 0.116 49+1.0 720 | 2369267 8]
2000 | 1866 (4-rev) | +0.008 | 0.116 43+0.7 420 | 236°272 (6]
2000 | 1932 (2-rev) | —0.0012 | 0.30 : 270 | 235°274 £ 0°003 (6]
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Figure 2 — The 2000, 4-revolution (1866) ZHR change with A2-distribution width
parameter (half-strength half-width). Best fits around 4 to 7; data from
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Figure 3 — The 2000, 8-revolution (1733) ZHR change with A2-distribution width
parameter. Best fit 3.2; data from [7].

We needed values that correspond to the values that we have in our A2 model, for least-squares
fits. Different fits are shown in Table 1. The fits with derived A2-width parameter are fits with
the A2 model. There are only two free parameters in it, namely the A2-width parameter and
the other that corresponds to the strength (linearly). The solar longitudes for these fits refer to
the highest point in the corresponding graph, except for the 8-revolution encounter, for which
the model clearly gives two peaks. The other fits are typical (“free” Lorentz) fits.

Figures 2 and 3 show how the 1866 (4-revolutions) and 1733 (8-revolutions) ZHR curves behave
upon altering the A2 distribution-width. For the 1866 trail, the effect of increasing the A2 width
parameter is a shift of the peak time of the outburst earlier in time and a flat-topped profile.
For the 1733 trail, we find a large difference between the cases with A2 width parameter equal
to 0 and the case with A2 width parameter equal to 1, where the peak activity has dropped
significantly. Without an A2 effect, the encounter would have happened with a short piece of
trail. Even with a small A2 effect, however, the piece will disperse effectively. The increase
of the A2 width parameter gives rise to a second maximum earlier in time (see Figure 3). In
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the A2-parameter fits, some share from the other nearby peak was subtracted, but no annual
background was subtracted.

It is expected that the A2 parameter value increases with the original Aa (a being the orbital
semi-major axis or “mean” distance). It is not expected that this dependency truly is a simple
power law over a wide range of Aa. However, by lack of better knowledge, a simple power law
is assumed in the predictions. In the 2000 4-revolution data, more weight is given to the [6]
and [8] data than to [7], because of a better fit with the model curve and their better mutual
consistency. We accept power 0.7 and expect the curve go trough the 2000 8-revolution data
point.

The trail profile of the 2000 encounter with the 1932 trail (2-revolutions) is not well recorded
in the IMO compilation [7], but a more accurate profile (Figure 4) was obtained from aircraft.
Figure 4 [6] also shows the fit to similar data from the 1733 and 1866 trails. The 1932 trail
is the best example of a large passing distance with no expected A2 effect. In general, with
such a 2-revolution trail, the apparent effects of changing the A2 width parameter are small and
indistinguishable within the original Aa distribution. The effects typically increase quite rapidly
from around 4-revolutions upward. It is also very much dependent on each individual case,
reflecting close encounters with Jupiter. Indeed, we find a generally good fit to the 1932 dust
trail data even without A2 effect. A good fit is obtained for a Lorentz width value consistent
with the 1999 storm, rather than an increased width with rg —rp. We conclude that much of the
spread perpendicular to the Earth’s orbit (in the comet orbit plane) occurs as an accumulation
in later revolutions.

The year 2000 data were also applied to update the course of the function fn(Aa) in the basic
model. The function fn gives the ZHR of a l-revolution encounter at exact hit. A relatively
good fit with the earlier approximation was achieved, although the 4-revolution IMO data gives
a point somewhat (almost by a factor of 2) below the general profile. (The fitted McLeod data
have an agreement with the general profile to better than 10%.) The earlier-known 11-revolution
encounter in 1903 and the newly found 8-revolution encounter in 1868 were also used for this
purpose. In addition, a re-treatment of the 1866 storm was done according to the A2 model.
The fn values in the smaller Aa range (below 0.1 AU) were increased because of new data points.
The result is shown in Figure 5. In the constructed numeric model (fit curve), the 1999 storm
data point was given more weight than the other points nearby.
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Figure 4 — Fit to the 1932, 1733 and 1866 dust trails in the 2000 encounter, from aircraft measurements (courtesy
of P. Jenniskens and B.-S. Gustafson) [6].
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Figure 5 — The function fn(Aa). (The 1866 and 1999 data points have been moved to the “new data group”
after applying an A2 model.)

Further refinements from the 1999 encounters

The 1866 passage during the 1999 encounter is interesting because of the large Aa involved
(Table 1). The nominal miss distance rg — rp is about +0.0016 AU. Interestingly enough, the
observed maximum time was significantly earlier than predicted.

We now find that the A2 effect with assumed Lorentz shape and parameter values will bring
particles closer to the Earth’s orbit at the observed time (Ap = 23578-235°9). The effect on the
flux rate is not large (Figure 6), however, because the perturbation is not quite strong enough.

In order to bring the particles sufficiently far in, one has to introduce an additional amount
of the particle’s direct spread. We introduced a very small additional direct effect to rp di-
rectly proportional to the A2 value. That does result in an activity curve much as observed
(Figure 7). The direction of the increase is as expected from non-symmetric reflections on dust
grains (assuming the A2 effect is caused by the seasonal Yarkovsky effect).

£ S S e e t { .
2357 2368 236 2361 2362

Figure 6 — The 1999 encounter of the 1866 trail. The A2 effect introduces a feature
at A\p = 235°8-235%9. The A2 width parameter is 3.7.
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Figure 7 — As Figure 6, with an additional slight dependency on the A2 width pa-
rameter in the direct spread. The feature is much enhanced and in good
agreement with observations. The A2 width parameter is 3.7 and the
additional rp dependency (“shift”) is 0.000008 AU times the (particle)
individual A2 value (in millionths).

Applying this so-modified model to the 2000 4-revolution and 8-revolution trails did not improve
the fits, however. Indeed, the effect is thought to be important only for very large A2 values and
other explanations may account for the particles being closer to the Earth’s orbit. Given the
limited amount of justification for such an additional complication, we will for the time being
not include the additional direct effect described above in our ongoing work.

4. Predictions for the year 2001

In November 2001, the Earth is about to encounter several dust trails ranging from 4 to 11
revolutions old. The encounters with the 4-, 7-, 9, 10, and 11-revolution trails were treated with
the A2 model to improve predictions of ZHRs and peak times. The Aa values are known from
earlier work [1], and the assumed direct proportionality gave values for this parameter to be
used in the predictions. The results are shown in Table 2 and in Figures 8 and 9.

Most interesting is the 7-revolution encounter, which is visible in the Americas, because it is
expected to give new data for the A2 distribution. This trail encounter is not disturbed by other
nearby trails. The A2 effect seems to shift the maximum later by almost half an hour, to 10228™
UT (November 18). Figure 9 shows the predicted ZHR-curves for different A2 distribution
parameter values. There is only a very small effect in the maximum value but a clear shift and
widening of the peak with increasing A2 width. An A2 width parameter value of about 4 was
assumed to give the best prediction, based on the previous section.

A parameter value close to 4 is used for the 7-revolution trail encounter prediction. The strongest
storm peak of the 4-revolution (1866) encounter is only very little affected by the A2 effect.
Typically, central encounters with young trails are very little affected. The modeling shifts the
4-revolution trail encounter maximum only about five minutes earlier and keeps the maximum
ZHR practically unchanged. The peak is anticipated at 18814™ UT (November 18).

This study resulted in an increase in the fn(Aa) profile by a factor of about 2 (compared to
its counterpart in [1]) in the small Aa range that corresponds the encounters with the 10- and
11-revolution trails. The most remarkable result, however, is a marked asymmetry in the ZHR
profiles. This asymmetry may be detected as a tail in the storm profile after the main peak.
The 9-revolution trail encounter is predicted to be somewhat shifted towards the 4-revolution
storm and occurs almost simultaneously and inseparably. With the 9-revolution trail encounter,
fn increases by a factor 1.75 (as above), yielding a maximum ZHR of about 2600.
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Figure 8 — The predictions for the year 2001 (stacked bars).
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Figure 9 — The 2001, 7-revolution trail encounter ZHR-change with A2-distribution
width parameter.

Table 2 ~ Predictions for 2001, in UT. Conversion into J2000 solar longitudes, on November
18, 2001, were made according to the formula Ag = 2357692 + 17009 x d, where d
is the time in days from the start of the day (November 18, 0" UT). The predicted

peaks values for trails 10 and 11 are rounded to the nearest ten minutes.

Trail Nodal encounter Predicted peak Half-width ZHR
(in original model) (in A2 modeling) (minutes)

4 —rev 18h26™ 18020™ 43 5000

5 —rev 14h10™ A2 modeling not applied (29) 60

6 — rev 12B00™ A2 modeling not applied (30) 110

7 —rev 10R04™ 10b28™ 58 2000
(non symmetric - 53/ +62)

9 — rev 17h38m 18803™ 62 2600
(non symmetric —~ 58/ + 63)

10 — rev 17h23m 19h10m > 140 150

11 —rev 17h26™ 19h10™ > 90 150

117
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We did not make full A2 models for the 5- and 6-revolution trails, but we made trail integrations
with a few A2 values. The results show that there is no major enhancement because of the
effect. Because these outbursts are predicted to be quite weak and are not expected be observed
as separate peaks, we did not make a more elaborate study on these.

5. Discussions

In general, according to this study the A2 effect is stronger than assumed in the early days of trail modeling.
It cannot be concluded from this study how good an approximation the Lorentz distribution shape is for the
distribution of the A2 effect. However, it is expected that the width of the distribution have greater relevance to
the predictions of strong outbursts than the adopted shape.

The model does not produce an exact match with the observed ZHR curves during the 2000 encounter (see
Figure 1), but seems to give a clear improvement in post-predictions as compared to models without the A2
effect. So, we feel confident that this is a real improvement in the modeling.

This model produced two peaks in the 8-revolution (1733) trail outburst in 2000, but the observed curve did not
show the peaks as distinctly. It also appears that at the edges of the encounters (and consequently also between
the 4- and 8-revolution trail encounters), the observed values are typically higher than the model predicts. On
the other hand, the fit to the data [8] gave a clearly better agreement at longitude Ag = 236°2 and after that.

The model assumes that the precession of the particle spin axes is negligible and that the radiation pressure
effect will be the same in each revolution. This is probably only a coarse approximation. It is probable that
some dependency or correlation exists between the direct spread and the A2 value within the particles. These
were assumed mutually independent in this study. A treatment of the 1999 distant 4-revolution (1866) trail
encounter showed increased amounts of particles around the peak observed “too early” [9], as observed, but not
quite enough. A small correlation between the effects or possibly also a correlation between the widths of direct
spread and A2 absolute value could explain the observations. Introducing such a correlation can not be made
without further study and consideration of all the recent observations.

A further weakness of this model is that an old trail encounter, when computed according to this model, will have
particles at considerably different Aa values. Because the A2-distribution width parameter itself is dependent
on this Aa, one value {corresponding to just one Aa value) for the A2 distribution parameter cannot be overall
the best possible.
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Ongoing Meteor Work

Thirteen Years of Lyrids from 1988 to 2000

Audrius Dubietis and Rainer Arlt

The whole set of observations of the Visual Meteor Database was analyzed to obtain population indices and
activity profiles of the Lyrids between 1988 and 2000. The combined activity profile of the shower delivers a
maximum with ZHR . = 18 £ 1 at Ay = 32°32. The time of maximum varies though; deviations of peak times
from the average come along with lower maximum ZHRs. Strongest variations are shown by the peak width;
the FWHM varies from 026 to 2°5. The population index near the maximum is 2.0-2.1. Additionally, a jump in
the population index to 2.3-2.5 right at the time of maximum is found in several profiles, a feature which was
already detected earlier this century.

1. Introduction

The annual activity of the Lyrid meteor shower delivers about 10-15 meteors per hour at max-
imum with the radiant reaching appreciable elevations above the horizon for all northern hemi-
sphere observers before dawn.

The Lyrid meteor shower belongs to a category of meteor sources which occasionally exhibit
enhanced activity, but are not easily accessible to modeling because of the long orbital period
of more than 100 years. The parent comet, C/1861 G1 (Thatcher), has an orbital period of
415 years, and even finding the precise perihelion passages in the past, which give the start
points of the particle motion, is not very accurate.

Outbursts of Lyrid activity have been observed on several occasions between 1803 and 1982,
giving rise to the assumption of a 12-year periodicity ([1]; see also compilation in [2]). Numerical
integration of stream particles ejected at four perihelion passages of the Comet back to AD 399
shows the formation of a hollow stream in which particles perform helical motions around the
orbit center [3]. The two intersections of the hollow structure with the orbit of the Earth lie
at solar longitudes of 31972-31984 and 31°94-32°06. The observed outbursts only cover the
second intersection with this ring stream. No dust trail integrations such as those giving precise
predictions for the Leonids are available. The annual activity of the Lyrids peaks later as shown
in this analysis.

Although 1994 would fit the alleged 12-year period, no outburst was predicted for that year in
4] according to empirical considerations relating the motion of solar system’s gravity center to
meteor outbursts. The present analysis confirms that prediction but cannot entirely rule out a
short-lived feature in the activity profile.

Since 1988, the Visual Meteor Database (VMDB) contains world-wide data of at least the major
meteor showers [5]. We are interested in the common features and possible variations in the
activity profiles of the Lyrids and will describe our results below. The period covered by this
analysis is certainly short compared with the orbital period, yet consistent data about activity
level and peak duration of 13 years is hoped to supply information on the structure of the Lyrid
meteoroid stream.

During these 13 years, 524 observers have reported Lyrid observations to the VMDB.
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A compilation of the datasets available to this analysis is listed in Table 1. Files of the years
before 1988 are not covering the entire year and provide almost no Lyrids. For 1988, additional
comprehensive data as recorded by one of the authors (AD) were included in the population
index computation as well as in the activity profile. We had to omit 1989 from our population
index and activity analysis because of a data set too small to be useful for meaningful results.
Table 1 — Lyrid data per year as supplied by the Visual Meteor Database. Note that
the number of periods and the number of magnitude distributions do not
mean the number of individual observers. The data set of 1988 contains
VMDB records and the data obtained by DUBAU. The Lyrid maximum in

1989 coincided with a full Moon and delivered very poor information; that
year was not included in the analysis.

Year Rate data Magnitude data
Periods Lyrids Distributions Lyrids
1988 117 415 35 173
1989 12 28 1 8
1990 100 675 39 498
1991 96 473 43 331
1992 114 249 37 202
1993 337 1322 127 1162
1994 47 271 21 205
1995 365 1714 169 1713
1996 709 2663 257 2415
1997 61 142 26 128
1998 343 1182 119 1099
1999 218 924 87 610
2000 265 585 118 568
Totals 2784 10643 1079 9112

2. The population index over the years

The magnitude distributions of all single Lyrid observations are not well filled; typically less
than 20 meteors are available. Individual population indices will thus not be accurate. We
chose the method also used in [6,7] for the analysis of the 2000 Perseids and 2000 Leonids.
The computation of the population index involves the knowledge of the probability of detection
of a meteor, which is supposed to be a function of the difference of limiting magnitude and
meteor magnitude, Am = lm — m. Writing all meteor magnitudes as such differences makes all
observations compatible, since the correction for detection probability will then be independent
of Im. Now it turns out that the average Am of all meteors is a unique function of the population
index r. It thus needs a conversion table from Am to r which has to be obtained only once from
numerical integration.

We used this method of “stacked” magnitude distributions for the present analysis. Typically,
an average r near the maximum can be achieved. The datasets of some years even allowed the
derivation of an entire profile for the Lyrids’ population index. There is no overlap in the data,
that is, each magnitude distribution was used only once for an r-average. A compilation of four
r-profiles from 1993, 1996, 1998, and 1999 is shown in Figure 1.

A peculiar feature of the of population-index profiles of 1996 and 1998 is the sudden jump of
r near the maximum. Also the profiles of 1993 and 1999 show such an increase in r. All these
jumps occur between the solar longitudes 32°2 and 32°5 (see Figure 1). A very similar jump
coinciding with the maximum of Lyrid activity was already noticed in [8] upon analyzing data
of 1945-1952. The change in » was most obvious in 1946 then—the year which saw enhanced
Lyrid rates in general.
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Figure 1 — Population index profiles for 1993, 1996, 1998 and 1999. An adaptive bin size was used here to keep
the meteor number on which each population index is based roughly constant.

3. The activity profiles of 1988-2000

Small-number statistics will often apply to the Lyrid counts, and we use the averaging of [9] as
described in detail for the 2000 June Bootids. Given the limiting magnitude Im, possible field
obstruction factors F', and the elevation of the Lyrid radiant, hgr, the total correction for an
individual (index ¢) observing period amounts to

C; = p65-Im) p /Sin hg.

Averages of the ZHR is weighed by that correction and the effective observing time T,g ; such

as
ATy Tog i
7HR = (1 + n) Zeffi
)2
Again no additional smoothing is applied apart from the overlap of periods due to Teg ; > 0. No
additional selection criteria for the observational data were applied, instead of
C; < 9,

which is the standard for IMO data processing. The exception was made for the 2000 Lyrids,
when the maximum period has been strongly interfered with the full Moon. In this case,

C;, <8



WGN, the Journal of the IMO 29:4 (2000)

25

204

154

ZHR

10

i

LYR 1988

Solar longitude

16
14+

124

ZHR
[00]

LYR 1990

T v T T T

Solar longitude

34

35

20

154

x 104

ZH

LYR

1991-92

Solar longitude

Figure 2 — Activity profiles for 1988, 1990, and a combined

profile for

1991 and 1992.

123



124

25

WGN, the Journal of the IMO 29:4 (2000)

20

15

ZHR

10

4

LYR 1993

(2K

X!
é

Qigfi ®s

16

26 28

T T T

30 32

Solar longitude

34

14 -
12

10

ZHR

T T T

1 LYR 1995

| T T T

|

IR

Solar longitude

36

37

20

15

LYR 1996

T T T T T

;%
.
¢

¢ i{ §§?§?

"

0
24

Figure 3 — Activity profiles for 1993, 1995, and 1996.

T

26

28

30

T

32

Solar longitude

34

T

36



WGN, the Journal of the IMO 29:4 (2000)

20 LYR 1998

o f

x
E! 10+ i %
54 } %
¢ 50 L
0 71 rrr v rT T 1 T T
26 27 28 29 30 31 32 33 34 35 36
Solar longitude
25 T T I N 3 ! I |
LYR 1999
P
154 %% -
DI: 4
N 104 # .
] ;.9 ,
¢ ;g ¢ ¢ { {
¢
O I i T 1 I
26 28 30 32 34 36
Solar longitude
20 T T T T T T
LYR 2000
15 # -
& 10+ { i
I
N

26 28 30 32
Solar longitude

Figure 4 — Activity profiles for 1998, 1999, and 2000.

125



126 WGN, the Journal of the IMO 29:4 (2000)

has been applied. For the ZHR estimates, 1° bins were applied far from the maximum (solar
longitudes from 24° to 30°, and 34° to °38), whereas 0°1-0°5 bins were used around the maxi-
mum, with the width depending on the amount of data available. Where possible, we tried to
avoid small bins which include just a few observing periods. The activity graphs for the Lyrids
of 1988, 1990, the combination of 1991/1992, 1993, 1995, 1996, and 1998-2000 are shown in
Figures 2-4.

In order to derive estimates for the activity level (maximum ZHR) and the width of the profiles,
we used exponential functions such as described in [10]:

ZHR = ZHRg exp <B ‘A@ — pma)

). ¢

where the three free parameters ZHRgy, B, and )\gnax) represent the maximum activity level,

the inverse of the width of the profile, and the time of maximum, respectively. In an attempt
to improve the fits by adding a constant background level, we did not find the fitting curve
matching the peak period any better. A sophisticated attempt to add two exponential functions

as
).

where Bi should represent the slope near the maximum, By, the slope of a wide background
component. In order to keep the number of parameters low, we chose the same peak longitude
for both components. However, because of these additional degrees of freedom, the peak com-
ponent essentially fits three ZHR averages, and the remaining curve is fitted by the background
component. We suppose that an “over-fitting” takes place here and reject this way of activity-
graph representation. In the end, a window of Ag = 30° to 34° was chosen for all years to obtain
a fit for Function (1). The results of the fits in this window are shown graphically in Figures 5-7
using a logarithmic vertical axis.

ZHR = ZHRy exp (B1 Ao — AT

) + ZHR exp (By Ao — AT

4. The individual profiles
1988

The 1988 ZHR profile shows no peculiarities, and we obtained reasonable fits for the above
parameters in (1). The result for such an old year shows, by the way, that the acquisition of
meteor observing has—on average—not changed over more than a decade. No rate inflation
trend or regression was found. Too few records are available to derive a graph for 1989, and we
continue with 1990.

1990

The profile of 1990 exhibited a broad maximum with ups an downs. Scrutinization of the data
showed a considerable number of Australian observations with radiant elevations about 20°.
This should be acceptable, but the actual perception of WOOJE was found to be high, ¢, = 2.0,
giving a limiting-magnitude shift of Alm = 40.63. We applied this correction in terms of a
limiting-magnitude offset and recalculated the profile for 1990. Nevertheless, no fit parameters
were computed for that year. In addition, there is an uncovered gap from Ap = 32°21° to 32°46°,
and observed ZHR = 12.5 at solar longitude 3271 does not represent the real maximum.

1991/1992

Since 1991 and 1992 provide only a scarce number of observing periods, we combined them in
one activity profile using a constant population index of r = 2.2. The fit of function (1) between
Ao = 30° and 34° suffers from data scatter near the interval edges. We would like to emphasize
that the fit data given below in the Conclusions are rough estimates whence in brackets (Table 2).
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1998

In 1993 somewhat exceptional steep peak with ZHR = 23 has been observed. The FWHM of
the peak as derived from the fit was just 0762, i.e. twice as short as that of the usual maximum.
High accuracy of the data points (note small error bars) makes no doubt about that.

199

No exceptional activity was observed in 1994—12 years after the Lyrid outburst of 1982 as
was already indicated by the reports of two observers [11]. There are still two four-hour gaps
between solar longitudes 31°83-31798 and 32722-32744. Most of the past outbursts—even that
of 1803—occurred within Ao = 32°004+0°05. A bright Moon disturbed the observations in 1994,
and not many reports are available in general. There is only one single European observation
of April 21-22 (RENJU). We would be grateful if more observations could be supplied, for the
period April 22, 2230™-6"30™ UT in particular. Spanish, Canary, and eastern North-American
longitudes were best suited for a possible peak.

1995

Although the observational dataset for 1995 was quite rich, there is still the gap right on the
suspected maximum period from Ag = 32.06° to 32.30°. Thus, the summary of the observational
data shows a somewhat late maximum at g = 32.45°. All other years studied show a peak
time before that of 1995. No reliable fit has been generated for this year observations.

1996

An outstanding amount of observations was reported in 1996, mostly by the European observers.
Several groups have reported their data independently with ZHRs ranging from 15 [12] to 24.5
[13]. The processing of the overall data revealed ZHR( = 15.6 to be the most probable value. The
observed peak is ZHR = 17.8 which looks slightly fallen-out from the whole trend; nevertheless,
it coincides with the maximum time, which was deduced from the fit.

10+ -

ZHR
—@—

LYR 1988 §
Fit
N = 19.44 + 0.20
B =054+ 0.01
L=32.17 £ 0.01
T T T T T T T
30 31 32 33 34

Solar longitude

Figure 5 - Logarithmic activity profile near the maximum of
1988 with best-fit functions according to Equa-
tion (1). The line “N” represents ZHRg and “L”
is AZ™.
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1998

A comprehensive set of data allowed a well defined activity profile. A gibbous waning Moon
disturbed the morning hours of the early days before the maximum only. The jumps in the
r-profile did not alter the activity profile heavily as compared with a ZHR profile derived with
constant r. A very satisfying exponential fit was derived.

1999

The 1999 observations miss data for the interval 31°9-32°1. Even so, the maximum was clearly
detected, and an accurate fit was obtained.

2000

A correction for perception was necessary here, too, since the average ZHR near Ao = 31°9
was strongly influenced by the data of SUMKA who reports high meteor numbers despite a very
low (due to the Moon) limiting magnitude. His average sporadic rate in the entire Lyrid data
set was 47.2, the sporadic rate of all the other contributors was 13.9—a very typical value.
The resulting cp, is 3.4 for SUMKA, represented by an upwards shift of his limiting magnitude of
Alm = 4+1.11. Such a large lm shift is expected for an observing beginner who is not sure about
Im-determination rather than for a regular observer like SUMKA, but we have anyway used this
Im correction for the final 2000 activity profile.

The ascending part of the 2000 act